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Literacy rate of Scheduled Castes in Bihar

Satyendra Kumar
M.A. Ph.D. (Sociology) (UP) India

Received- 05.08.2020, Revised- 11.08.2020, Accepted - 14.08.2020 Email : dr.ramnyadavi@ gmail.com

Abstract:Meaning of literate : According to Census report of 1971 of India (Bihar),
A person who can both read and write with under-standing in any language is to be taken
as literate. A person who can merely read but cannot write is not a literate. "

According to 1961 census, the literacy rate among the scheduled castes in bihar
were found 5.9 percent, whereas the lite- racy rate among the general castes during that
period was 18.4 upto 1971 census, The literacy rate of Seheduled castes in Bihar raise up
to 15.8 percent, but till then the literacy among the general castes of Bihar became 19.9
percent, which was now became 26 percent in 1981 census.
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The Backward Classes Commission said
that the average literacy rate of the country is 24%
in which only 10.27 percent literacy rate is found
amongst the scheduld castes. In the state lite Bihar,
the literacy rate of scheduled castes is much less in
comparison to all India average. Accordint to the
report of the Backward Class Commission, literacy
rate of scheduled castes in Bihar is much less than
that of other States in India.

The following table shows the comparative
study of literacy rate of scheduled caste in Bihar with
some other States of India according to 1961 Census.

and Assam are about 5 times more than that of Bihar.
The following table shows the rural and urban
divisions of lite-rates and illeterate persons of the
scheduled castes in Bihar.

Table No. 02
Tural areas Urhan areas Total
keterate .Ti].I:IZ.i:;;:IEC 428840 7431375
LEerates [ 434038 [ 85,239 519,277

Table No. 01
SlHo Hame of the State Literacy rate.

1 L 4

1 [{arals 24 4%
2 Aszam 24 45
3 Gojamat 23.5%
4 Maharashtira 15,494
5 Tamil Haidu 14, 7%
[ Wzt Bengy| 12 606
7 Org=a 11,09
] Lttar Fradazh S 146
il Eihar 5906
10 Jammu & Kashmir 4.7

HOUNCE | BacHWard Llasses LOM M ESsiod Report, wol L Fage 9

The above table indicates that except
Jummu and Kashmir, Bihar is in bottom in respect
to literacy rate of scheduled castes according to 1961
census. In 1971 census this rate became 15.8%,
whereas average literacy rate of population of Bihar
was 20%. According to provisional figures of 1981
census, the average literacy rate of Bihar is 26%
which 6% more in respect of 1971 census. According
to the avove noted table the literacy rate in Kerala
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Source : Census of India (Bihar), 1971,
Social and Cultural Table, Bihar, Page-138.

The above noted table reveal the facts about
the number of illeterates and literates population of
scheduled castes in Bihar. This mass illeteracy of
scheduled castes also indicates of their poverty and
backwardness. Out of the total population of
scheduled castes in Bihar. 74,31,375 persons are
illeterate and cnly 5,19,277 persons are literate, Out
of total illeterates, 70,02,535 are in rural areas and
4,28,840 are in urban areas. Among total literate
persons of 5,19,277; 4,34 018 live in rural areas and
£5.239 reside in urban areas Thus the table shows
the poor literacy rate among the scheduled castes in
Bihar. [t also proves that illeteracy in the rural areas
among the scheduled castes is much aggravated.

The following table shows the male, female
literacy of scheduled castes in rural and urban areas
of Bihar.

Table No. 03
Sex Rural Urban arezx Tatl
Males 406,579 72081 A TR660
Females 27,459 13,158 40617
Total 434,018 85,239 519,277
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Source ; Census of India (Bihar) 1971,
Social and Cultural Table, Table, Page 1138.

The above table reveals the fact that out of
the total literate persons i.e. 5,19,277 of the scheduled
castes in Bihar, 4,78,650 are males and only 4,061
are females. Among total literate males 4,05,579 live
in the rural areas and 72,081 live in the Urban areas.
Similarly out of the total female literate of scheduled
castes 27,459 live in rural areas and 13, 158 reside in
the urban areas. Thus like others, difference between
male and female literacy of scheduled castes in Bihar
is clear according to the aforesaid table No. 01. The
total literacy rate in Bihar is 19.94 ie. about 20
percent, whereas literacy among the scheduled castes
in only 5.9 percent. The all india average of literacy
15 20%,.

The following table shows the caste-wise
male-female literacy in rural and urban areas of Bihar
among the scheduled castes according to 1971,

Table No-04
SLHo. | Caste S Raral Urban Tokal
Area alaa
1 Eantar Male ] 18 1,576
Famala 5 2 70
Total 1,938 a0 1,940
2 Eauri Mzle 1,E60 1& 1,878
Female 68 i i)
Total 1,938 ah 1,940
3 Ehogta Mzle 3319 136 3519
Famala Z33 11 143
Total 36280 17 3,768

4 Chamar Mals 1,35,949 16567 | 155516
o Mochi Famala 3,158 2617 11775
Total | LA7107| 19,188 167,251

§ Chaupal Male 1,755 13 1,768
Famals 91 2 93
Tokal 1,646 15 1861
B Dabaar Male 283 249 2582
Famala 12 ] 15
Total 295 332 617
7 Dhobi Male 37,633 836 46456
Farnala 3,206 2101 5307
Total 40826 10,937 51763
& Dom Male 5,922 1,750 7673
ar Female 414 &% ik
Dhagad Tetal £33 048] a3e
9 Dusadh Male 137336]  18.416] 155752
including Farnale 3,686 2,954 11,540
Dhari ot Tetal 14633 21370| 167803

[ harki
10 | Thasi Male 3516 1,767] 5,306
Farmnals 453 0% 762
Total 39/l 4,096 B 067

=582 -2454(0nline)y
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11 |Hallalkher  |Mak 388 106 4T
Pemila 5 13 g3

Tatal 423 134 547

12 |Har Mak E662 540 10,202
Mzhtar Femaly £33 967| 1460

ar Bhangi Total 6,155 S0P 11662

13 |Kanjar Mak 4] o4 126
Famaly | 14 i7

Tatal A9 ol 143

14 [Kurnar Mak a7 M4 1
Temalg 7 i i

Tatal 9 34 130

15 |Lalbage Mak 14 &1 95
Temals 13 13

Tatal 14 bal 108

16 |Mushar Hale 13548 LO06| 14553
Temals Gal 7d 700

Tatal 14176 L077| 15353

17 [Hak Hale 435 £l 746
Temals 200 15 233

Tatal 8493 76 bk

14 |Pance Hak 3502 L X
e as Femals 395 58 453
Tatal 3897 s 4203

19 |Pasi Male 25524 46a7| 35451
Famale 1,756 1,869 36k

Tatal JB5A0)  114%) 33076

20 |Rajwar Male 9106 B3| 9915
Female 112 76 489

Tatal 9519 GES| 10404

3 [T Male 3877 733 4710
Female 290 ) ave

Tatal 4267 81|  Gpes

22 |Bhumi Male 67 5 74
Femak ) :

Taial i i [

2] B]]'qa Malz 6211 09| 6480
Femak 22 2 Ly

Tatal 6413 B9 &7TH

M |Dnclesified  |Mie 5330 578 B3
Femake 54 1306  174)

Toral JIB4)  GED4 W4T

Source: Census of Ind iz (Bihar] 1971
Soctal and cukuraltible page 138 and 139,

The table reveals the facts about the caste/

wise literacy of scheduled castes in this State.
according to the aforesaid table highest number of
literate persons are found in the Dusadh castes,
although Chamar or Mochi is the highest in the
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numerical point of view. Even females members of
Dusadh castes are more literate than female members
of Chamars of Bihar. The table says, qualitatively
percentage of literacy among Lalbegi castes is much
better. As table indicates out of total population, 759
of this caste 108 persons are literates. Only [4 in
rura areas and 94 in urban areas. Thus literacy among
the urban dwellers of Lalbegi castes is 7 times more
than ofits rural dwellers. The table says. the literacy
among the females of Pasi castes in urban areas is
more than that of its rural areas. The table also
indicates about the lowest literacy rate of Mushar
castes. As its number comes third from the numerical
point of view of population, just after chamer and
Dusadh. Out of total Mushar population i.e.
11,68.447, only 15,253 persons are found literates.

Its women fold are much lagged behind in

gy

ig2

comparison of women fold of other sheedulted
castes. Out of total 5.51,940 Mushar only 700 are
literates. In the urban areas this literacy is found
among 72 womenly. Thus literacy rate among the
Mushar is quite Miserable in comparison of other
scheduled castes in Bihar. According to the table
literacy rate among the Dom (Dhagad) and Hari
iMehtar or Bhagi) also looks not good. From the
literacy point of view, Mushar, Dom {Dhagad) and
Hari {Mehtar or Bhangi) are just like scheduled caste
among scheduled castes e.e. Harijan amongst

Harijans.
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